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In last months newsletter I listed some of the dis-
cussions that had been taking place with those
utilizing the Guild’s online list at
www.yahoogroups.com.  I mentioned some of the
topics discussed with the hope that we could get
a significant number of our members involved in
this "brainstorming."  As I write this column it has
been about three weeks since my request so
maybe it’s too early to expect responses, but so
far, very few have taken advantage of this invita-
tion to share your thoughts.

Specifically, we are looking for your ideas on how
to increase the guild’s importance in the live of
our members.          

We are in the process of preparing a member
survey with the hopes of gathering information to
help us with this endeavor, however, don't hesi-
tate to pass along your thoughts before the sur-
vey is distributed. This can easily be done by
phone, letter, or e-mail to Linda at the office, or to
any one of our board members. I'll try to get the
comments out to all of you to see what others
think. If you’re not taking advantage of the online
list, and you have a computer, I recommend that
you look into it. It can be a wonderful vehicle for
two way communication with a rather large num-
ber of your fellow members.

We are slowly making progress with adding
board members. However, we are still looking for
five or six more. We would like to get a better
cross section from around the state. Some have
told me that they are  too far away to attend meet-
ings, or that they would like to help, but don't feel
they would have the time.

In today's world of electronic communications, we
have no need for face to face meetings. We
essentially conduct all of our "meetings" online.
Thus, no travel time is involved and scheduled
"meetings" are a thing of the past. We can com-
municate guild business as the need arises. 

Time involved? That depends on the individual.
You decide how much you want to take on. Your
responsibility as a board member is mainly to
express your thoughts, and then your vote, as we
develop a project.  If you decide you want to take
on a heavier load, that will be up to you. 

If you would like to talk to me first, and have some
questions, send me a message or give me a call.
If you’re interested, then the next step is to send
me a "bio" about yourself, tell us why you would
like to be on the board, and we will go from there.

Finally, I would like to say how pleased I am with
the response that we are getting to my plea for
some voluntary financial help with getting us
through the first half of this year.  While it’s too
early to say we’re out of the woods, if we contin-
ue with the response we have been getting over
the last few weeks, we may soon see the light at
the end of the tunnel. Thank you. 

John
(740)432-3847

Croft_John@email.msn.com

President’President’s Corners Corner



Dear Editor Dear Editor --

It seems as though the gloves have really come
off lately on the guild’s online list!  Although per-
sonal attacks are regrettable, I think the views of
all are relevant and important. I think that you did
a good job, John, in helping us see the value of
both Don and Grace's views regarding scholar-
ships.

My own view is this. I tend to be a quiet Guild
member, because I am not someone whose
art/craft is a career. It is not a hobby, either,
because it is a bigger part of me than just some-
thing I do for fun. It is something that I do because
I am compelled to do it by some artistic impulse
that cannot be denied. I am truly an artist who
does her art for the sake of the artistic expression,
with the idealistic hope that some day someone
will buy it and give me some extra cash to pay for
my supplies. I play with the idea of maybe making
a career of it someday, but I realize that this pat-
tern does not make for a good business plan. I
have benefitted from reading the words of people
who have a smarter business plan, and I am get-
ting wiser. I have to remain true to my artistic
impulse, however.

Although I am not a crafter in the truest sense of
the word, I feel a kinship with those of you who
are. I admire your work and your ability to make a
living from your craft. I think that there is room for
both artists and crafters in the Guild, and room for
persons who make a living from their work as well
as those who do it on the side. 

All of us have an artistic impulse that drives us to
make things with our creative spirits. However, in
my opinion, people who sell buy/sell do not share
that kinship. Buy/sell is strictly business, and it is
surreptitiously posing as selling something
uniquely handmade by the seller, which it is not.
That does not seem truthful in an artistic sense or
a business sense, which is why so many of us are
offended by the notion of it undercutting the true
artisan's sales.

When you join a "guild", it suggests that their is a 
higher standard of integrity for what you do than

simply the business of making money, therefore it
seems to me that the Guild should stand for true
artisans and crafters and not buy/sellers. Although
the business is important, it is not the only reason
we do what we do. Otherwise, we would all be
selling things that were easier to make and sell.

When I joined the Guild, I had no idea of the time
and energy investment that other Guild members
were putting into it. When the messages about the
need for other Guild members to do their part
came out, I was surprised and dismayed. This
was a group that I joined not thinking that I had to
give more than my dues to. I apologize for my
selfish thinking! I decided not to re-up, because I
truly had no time to give, and I felt guilty for self-
ishly taking. However, after reading Don's passion
about the guild’s scholarships I am reconsidering.
I work with disadvantaged youth (in my other
career) who could really benefit from someone
championing their talents through a scholarship
for artistic endeavors. Although I knew that the
Guild offered scholarships, I really didn't know
their power until I read Don's words.

I agree that personal attacks are regrettable, but
not unforgivable. I hope that John and Grace will
forgive Don for his remarks, because they came
from the heart about something he truly cares
about. It piqued the interest of this member who
was about to slip away, and now would like more
information on what these scholarships are all
about.

My membership dues will be in the mail!
Vicki Boatright - Dellroy, Ohio

Vicki’s painting (left) 
“Love Is All There Is”
You can see more of     
Vicki’s paintings on

artadventuresstudios.com

Editor’s Note: Not only did Vicki renew her mem-
bership - she also “volunteered” to take on the
responsibilities of the guild’s online list.  

Thank you, Vicki !
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Classified

THE 2005 CLEVELAND/AKRON ARTS AND
CRAFTS SHOWS BOOKLET.  Available for $9.
Over 450 shows.  To order call 440-891-9085 or email
CraftShowBooklet@aol.com

JULY 24. Art, Jazz-Fest, Sunday, 11 AM - 6 PM,
Downtown Wooster's Historic District, Juried Show,
$3000. in prizes. Contact Mike Rose, 330-725-6767,
mrose@washington-properties.net.

AUGUST 27-28 and SEPTEMBER 3,4,5. 24th
Annual GREAT TRAIL FESTIVAL,  Malvern, Ohio
For craft application call 330-794-9100, or  visit our
web site: http://www.greattrailfestival.com/

NOVEMBER 11 - 12. New! Christmas in Ohio
Country, Delaware Fairgrounds. Great location, demo-
graphics. Artisans call Melissa 866-553-6053,
email:mjpromo@columbus.rr.com for application. 

CLASSIFIED AD RATES: Deadline is the 24th of the
month.  PLEASE NOTE we are on a 2 MONTH LAG.  For
example - ads submitted on June 24th will be printed in the
August newsletter.  1x rate - $7.50 for 25 words of less plus
.40 per word over 25. 6x rate - $5.00 plus .30. Copy must
be typed or printed.  OACG members are entitled to one
free classified ad per year (MAXIMUM OF 25 WORDS).
Email free ads to Creativeohio@aol.com  Over 25 words
subject to above rates.  Name and address count as four
(4) words, telephone as two (2) words.  PAYMENT MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED AD ORDERS.  Mail copy
and payment to classified ads, Creative Ohio,      P O Box
3080, Lexington. OH  44904 or fax to 419-884-9641 and
charge to your Visa/Mastercard.

WELCOME! NEW MEMBERS  

Jodi GullettJodi Gullett
Tiffin, OH
jjtravel111@yahoo.com
Jewelry
Show Promoter
J J Jewelry

Paul KingPaul King
Columbus, OH 
Blacksmith
Olentangy River Forge

Melisa LinderMelisa Linder
Sebring, OH
melisa1ncbnd@
hotmail.com
Photography
Picture Perfect
Photography

Michael McDonoughMichael McDonough
Millersburg, OH 
ivylane@valkyrie.net
Furniture
Ivy Lane Fine Furniture

Larkin SellLarkin Sell
Cincinnati, OH
babybuddha4@yahoo.com
Jewelry
Guardian Gifts

**Grant Silverstein**Grant Silverstein
Mansfield, PA
gms4@ptd.net
Etching

** Corrections

**Sheryl **Sheryl AronsonAronson
Akron, OH 
Sheryl@sherylsart.com
Pencil
Sheryl's Art

Art, Jazz FestArt, Jazz Fest
Wooster, OH 
info@
washington-properties.net
Show Promoter

Polly BerndPolly Berndtt
Hartville, OH
rabbithillgallery@aol.com
Painting/Drawing/Printing-
Photography-color
Rabbit Hill Gallery

LLynne Buxtonynne Buxton
Newark, OH
jgbuxton@netzero.net
Show Promoter

Conley's CreationsConley's Creations
Ft Thomas, KY
harps.fuse.net
Watercolor, Photography
Conley's Creations

Lisa DiGiorgioLisa DiGiorgio
Stow, OH
Jewelry
Lisa D Creations Ltd

Maryanne FongMaryanne Fong
Ontario, CN
mfong575@rogers.com
Calligraphy
Photography

Brenda FunkBrenda Funk
Olmsted Falls, OH
browndogpottery@cox.net
Clay-functional
Brown Dog Pottery

NNee eedd  aa   WWeebb  SSii tt ee??
10% discount for guild members

Contact CreativeOhio@aol.com 

836836
current active members    current active members    

It’s that time again!

Don’t forget to get
those summer show
applications in the

mail!
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CONGRATULATIONS!     

"2004 Treasures for the Tree" 

Guild Winners 

Michael Cappel

Mary Ellen Graham

Gail Mercer

Dale Moore [Sectional winner]

Mary Ryan

Carol Sotkiewicz [Sectional Winner]

Sharon Tobasko

Mary Ann Williams

Joella Stapp

Roberta Takacs

Welcome! and Thank you!
to two new board members -

Vicki Boatright 
Dellroy, Ohio

monktoria@yahoo.com

Nancy Juhasz
Massillon, Ohio

juhaszsn@sssnet.com   

TTOOOOTTYYOOUURR OOWWNN HHOORRNN!!

GottGotta a TToot?oot?
Send it to the office or 

email CreativeOhio@aol.com 

...OR T...OR TOOT IT FOR SOMEONE ELSE!OOT IT FOR SOMEONE ELSE!

Diane Bruckner has volunteered to be
the Guild’s new WebMaster. 

TheThe OACG Needs OACG Needs YYou!ou!
The continuation of the guild as a viable service
to the arts and craft arena in Ohio depends on
our ability to find folks willing to step forward and
continue the dream of our founders. 

Our search for new board members is going well,
and we thank those that have stepped forward -
but we need quite a few more volunteers. If
you’re interested, but concerned that you don't
know what you might be getting into, let me
assure you that you will be given adequate time
to "learn the  ropes" before those of us that want
to retire leave.  You will not be asked to take on
responsibilities that you don't feel you have time
for.  Once you've had a chance to aquatint your-
self with the guild’s  board activities, you can
select the position that you are most interested
in. 

Our most immediate needs: 
- President- President - V- Vice Presidentice President - - TTreasurer reasurer 

-Scholarship Chair    -Publicity Chair-Scholarship Chair    -Publicity Chair

PROMOTE YOUR ART & THE GUILD

$6. roll - 1,000 labels per roll 
Make check payable to OACG or call

the office to charge your order. 
Contact info on back of last page.

TTel l  us about yourel l  us about your
early Searly S pring Showspring Shows

Guild members can easily submit show evaluations
online. These evaluations are for guild members

only. Go to the guild’s web site:
http://www.cgtinsmith.com/oacg/index.html 

and click on Submit Show Review.  If you would
like your review printed in the newsletter just send a

copy to CreativeOhio@aol.com.
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CALL TODAY

330-493-4130
or visit our website

eastonartaffair.com

CALL TODAY

330-493-4130
or visit our website

eastonartaffair.com

Outdoor Fine Art & Fine Craft Show

Easton Town Center

JUNE 24-26, 2005

Featuring over
125 Artisans

$2,000CA$H AWARDSEASTONEASTON
6thannual6thannual

Columbus, Ohio

CAMERA       CAMERA       
READREADY Y ADSADS

ARE BACK!    
Save your spot!   
Contact the guild�s   

office, or email

CreativeOhio@aol.com

OACG MEMBERS ONLY
Merchant Services Program

Great savings on rates and fees! 
Membership is required to participate. 

Ohio residency not required. 

Visit the guild’s web site for details: 
www.cg-tinsmith.com/oacg/index.html

or call the office (419-884-9622) 
to receive details in the mail. 

Customer Service for Enrolled Members:
Discover Card - 800-347-2000

MasterCard/Visa - 877-641-0371

JOIN US ONLINE!
A private Internet discussion group for 

members of the Ohio Arts & Crafts Guild. 
Ask questions, compare notes, share sources,  show

information, etc., all with the  
convenience and speed of email:  

It’s FREE and easy to join.

Send your name, email address and 
membership number to 

tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com 
and tell us you would like to join the OACG-L

Camera Ready Ads
BUSINESS CARD SIZE: 3.5” X 2”   
1x         3x       6x          12x
50.       45.      40.         35.  each issue

1/3 PAGE - VERTICAL OR HORIZONTAL:  
( 2.25” 9.25”)       (4.75” x 4.5”)

1x         3x       6x          12x
95.       90.     85.        80.  each issue

1/6 PAGE - VERTICAL OR HORIZONTAL: 
(2.25” x 4.5”)        (3.25” x 4”)

1x         3x       6x          12x
70.        65.      60.       55.   each issue

**Send JPEGs to CreativeOhio@aol.com - or send
paper copy to our office.  Remember there is a two
month lag.  Example:  Ads for May issue must be
received no later than March 25th. 

**  Special “Members Only” Discount ** 
20% discount on Business Card size ad,
10% discount all other sizes. 



Creative OhioCreative Ohio
P.O. BOX 3080, LEXINGTON, OH  44904

www.cg-tinsmith.com/oacg/index.html
Web Mistress - Marcia Giordano
Linda Rebman, Office Manager

OHIOACG@aol.com 
Guild Office Hours:  M-W-F 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

419-884-9622  FAX:  419-884-9641

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
John Croft, President,

740-432-3847, Croft_John@email.msn.com
Diane Elliott Bruckner, Advisor

661-252-8416, dianebruckner@aol.com
Treasurer, to be appointed

GUILD’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
‘Creative Ohio’ - Diane Elliott Bruckner, Editor

CreativeOhio@aol.com

SCHOLARSHIPS
Don Earnest, 937-667-2871, EarnieDoandRo@aol.com 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Vicki Boatright, monktoria@yahoo.com

Stephanie Colabianchi, stephanie@countrysidefolkart.com
Lynn Corbin, Nomination 419-422-8321, Glennfin@aol.com

Phyllis Croft, 740-432-3847
Jayne Feussner, littlej@copperfast.com

Grace Flaesgarten, 440-239-8844, flaesgarten.1.1@juno.com
Barbara Franzreb, 330-467-7402, bfranzreb@calicogoose.com

Carl L. Giordano, Standards, 330-336-7270, tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.com
Marcia Giordano, 330-336-7270, tinsnip@cg-tinsmith.comNancy

Nancy Juhasz, juhaszsn@sssnet.com   
Juanita Martin, CVStudio@aol.com

Loren Roper, rmensche@columbus.rr.com
Marje Shook, 440-298-1428, mordiford@hotmail.com

Debbie Tessanne, dkdairy@eohio.net  

The opinions presented in articles within the Creative Ohio newsletter 

are the opinions of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions/policies of The Ohio Arts & Crafts Guild.

Ohio Arts and Crafts Guild
P.O. Box 3080
Lexington, OH  44904
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